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This medical inspection and clinical treatment which had
so far been purely experimental on the part of intelligent
local authorities for elementary education, was made binding
upon all of them under the Education (administrative provi-
sions) Act of 1907 though it was still open to the more enlight-
ened to provide more than the statutory minimum. But from
that day to this the number of defects receiving treatment has
not ceased to expand. During the ten years 1923-33 alone the
number of children treated for dental defects was doubled
while the number of visual defects and cases of adenoids and
enlarged tonsils was increased by one-half. During the twenty
years 1913-33 the cost of this service rose from £200,000 to
£2,000,000. The increase in cleanliness of hair and skin,
though hardly measurable in figures, has been perhaps
the most important and most noticeable of all the improve-
ments. And care for the health of the child had a cumulative'
effect, by now entering into the habits of a new generation of
parents.
Finally, by the education act of 1944 medical inspection and
preventive treatment were made an integral part of secondary
and county-college education, as well as of the elementary
system. And by the national health act of 1946 these locally
provided school clinics are to be merged in the general health
service.
Behind the school child, however, stands the infant and the
mother.
It was just about the beginning of the twentieth century,
when there were already some statistical signs of improvement,
that their welfare began to attract hopeful attention on both
sides of the Channel. Infantile mortality was taken as sympto-
matic of still greater infantile morbidity. Efforts directed
towards reducing the death-rate were expected also to reduce
the sick-rate.
The problem was at one and the same time educational
and physical. Milk had to be made available at less than cost
price, both fof expectant and nursing mothers and for infants
who had to be artificially fed. But it was even more important

